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of such profitable property as the Wallachian and
Moldavian crowns. Fresh revolts of the boyards
follpwed, and the poorer inhabitants were almost
ruined by the exactions of their rulers. In Moldavia
the ravages of the Poles were an additional grievance,
and the servile prince consented to pay a tribute to
the King of Poland as well as to the Sultan. The
peasants had therefore to provide the funds to satisfy
two simultaneous demands. No wonder that, in the
words of a Venetian diplomatist, the " land sweated
blood." Yet so eager was the competition for the
Moldavian throne, that we find one candidate going
as far as England, in order to obtain the good offices
of King James I. with the Sultan. As soon as a
prince was elected, he at once realised the truth of
the saying that every appointment causes twenty
disappointments. Office at Court had become the
great object of the nobles, and as the number of
offices was limited, all those who found themselves
excluded naturally joined the opposition, and in-
trigued against the ruler whom they had just helped
to the throne. The one cry which united all the
boyards in the early years of the seventeenth century
was that of " Roumania for the Roumanians/'
Against the Greeks they were solid ; otherwise, each
man fought and intrigued for his own hand ; no one
cared one jot for the welfare of the people. But
their efforts to keep out the foreigner failed, and the
Sultan showed his disregard for the national senti-
ment by sending an Italian to govern Moldavia in
1619. The independence of the Roumanian nation
had, indeed, almost disappeared. The one oasis in